
that Dr. Steinach's treatment is to be brought to London.
Dr. Conrad Burkhardi will begin the treatment in New Caven¬
dish Street. So far, the medical press has not noticed the
enterprise, and the medical profession has not shown any
tendency to follow Steinach. We are also informed that
"Dr. Burkhardi practiced in Vienna, where both English and
Americans were among his patients. His decision to come

to London was prompted by the appeals of his English
patients."

The Health of London Children
Dr. Hamer, county health officer and school medical officer

for London, has presented a report for 1921 which shows that
efficient health administration has brought a better expecta¬
tion of life and efficiency to the child population of London.
The stringent notification of all cases of inflammation in the
eyes of infants has reduced the loss of sight due to ophthal¬
mia neonatorum in a remarkable degree. In spite of the
high incidence of scarlet fever, which marked the closing
months of 1920 and was intensified in 1921, the medical
influence in the schools seems to have extended the interval
between the periodic "major waves." Seventy years ago, the
waves of throat epidemics swelled to their maximum in five
or six years. In the last quarter of a century, the interval
has been seven or even eight years. Further, the deaths due
to them are not one-tenth what they were. Equally note¬
worthy is the steady improvement since 1913 in the general
social and physical condition of London schoolchildren. This
was brought about by the high wages and abundant employ¬
ment during the war. That this artificial prosperity was due
to the country living on its capital and must, therefore, be
followed by a corresponding depression of wages, the report
does not take into account. The percentage of rickets among
entrant children fell from 22.6 to 14.1 per cent. Of 217,333
children examined by the school physicians in elementary
schools, 85,687 were found to require treatment for one or

more defects. Attendances at minor treatment centers
reached the vast total of 1,274,613. Ten per cent, more chil¬
dren now leave school with sound teeth than was the case

eight years ago. Of the boys, 60.3 per cent, have sound teeth
at 12, and of the girls, 63.5 per cent, as against 50 and 52.4
per cent, in 1913.

Honor to American Pioneer of Dental Science
A bronze bust of Green Vardiman Black, founder of the

Northwestern University School of Dentistry, Chicago, has
been given by the school to the National Dental Hospital, being
presented by the American consul-general, Mr. R. P. Skinner,
in the absence of the ambassador. Dr. G. E. Maclean, direc¬
tor of the American University Union in Europe, who pre¬
sided at the ceremony, said that this was the first time that
such a presentation had been made from one university to
another. Mr. A. Davenport Black, who is visiting Europe
in connection with the conference of the American Dental
Society in Europe, expressed his pleasure and that of his
family at this commemoration of his father's memory in
England.

The Treatment of Venereal Disease
Schemes of treatment on the lines laid down by the royal

commission of 1916 have now been instituted by 142 local
health authorities. The number of treatment centers is 194
(151 in voluntary hospitals, fifteen elsewhere and twenty-
eight in special centers). In 120 clinics, there is provision for
immediate treatment of gonorrhea. The medical staff of the
clinics consists of 384 officers. At most of the hospital clinics
some beds are available for inpatients. There are fifteen
hostels which can receive 259 female patients ; the number
treated in 1921 was 770. Nine institutions take in pregnant
women suffering from venereal disease, and valuable preven¬
tive results have been achieved in ophthalmia neonatorum

and infantile syphilis. Difficulty is found in getting patients
suffering from venereal disease to attend long enough, but
much depends on the personality and efficiency of the medical
director and on the adequacy of the premises, especially for
the irrigation of gonorrhea. Special premises attached to
hospitals have been found best. Most physicians fail to take
advantage of the facilities provided at the clinics for the
examination of pathologic specimens, and fewer qualify them¬
selves for obtaining a free supply of arsphenamin, or attend
with patients for consultation. There is a lack of collabora¬
tion between health officers and venereal disease officers.
The statistics show a significant reduction in the new cases

dealt with in 1921 (roughly, about 20 per cent.), and, on the
other hand, persistence in treatment is greater. It is claimed
that the clinics are proving centers of enlightenment and
education and that the majority of cases of syphilis are ren¬

dered temporarily noninfectious. The reduction in new cases

appears to be due to this cause. It is also claimed that a

substantial proportion of cases of syphilis are cured.

Physicians Warned Off the Navy
The drastic reductions in the navy following the Wash¬

ington agreement has led to a large number of naval sur¬

geons finding themselves placed on the retired list at 50, when
they had anticipated another five years. By the new regula¬
tion they are deprived not only of an increased rate of pay
but of chances of promotion with increased pension.

'

Officers
in other branches of the service have been given compensa¬
tion for the earlier age of retirement, increases of pension
varying from 26 to 100 per cent. But surgeon-commanders
are given only 10 per cent. For nearly two years the British
Medical Association has been asking the admiralty to redress
this grievance, but without result. Finally the council has
issued a warning to young physicians as to the risks they
run in placing the control of their careers in the hands of
the admiralty.

Lead Poisoning from Beer
A considerable number of cases of lead poisoning due to

contaminated beer have occurred in the county of Middlesex.
A physician noticed that lead poisoning was occurring among
his patients, and notified the health officer. The latter found
that there was a widespread outbreak in his district, limited
to persons using certain saloons in the cellars of which large
iron tanks lined with white enamel had recently been installed
for storing beer. Samples of the beer were found to contain
about 1 grain of lead to the gallon ; while the beer as it left
the brewery contained none. A lead glaze had been used in
the preparation of the enamel and, owing to the solvent power
of its sugars, the beer had dissolved some of the lead. The
use of the tanks was stopped, and the outbreak ceased. The
affected persons had been drinking the beer for two or three
weeks before the symptoms appeared. It is thought probable
that cases of lead poisoning ascribed to unknown causes have
occurred among persons residing in other districts who fre¬
quented the saloons in which the contaminated beer was sold.
This occurrence shows the value of prompt action on the
part of physicians in notifying of cases of illness which may
be due to articles of food or drink.

PARIS
(From Our Reaular Correspondent)

Sept. 15, 1922.
Identification of Dead Bodies by Means of Dental Records
Dr. Coffart of Paris was able to identify, by means of a

dental record, a corpse that had lain buried for seven years
(1914-1921) with fifteen other bodies in a common trench.
Coffart studied successively the dentition of the bodies. That
of the fourth cadaver examined corresponded exactly to the
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record on the dental card that he had brought. The extrac-
tions and fillings indicated on the card had their counterpart
in the corpse. There could be no doubt, and the identification
was furthermore confirmed by certain details of the clothing,
which the mother of the soldier recognized without hesitation.
Dr. Coffart concludes from his experience that denal records
constitute a safe and reliable means of identifying dead
bodies, provided no extensive traumatism has destroyed the
jaws.

A Physiologic Agent for the Detection of Poisons
Claude Bernard, in one of his lectures, after referring to

the spontaneous peristaltic movements that are observable
in the intestine immediately after death, said: "It is a sub¬
ject worthy of research in organs that are capable of func¬
tioning spontaneously and, to a certain extent, as if they
were exempt from nervous control." Dr. S. Icard of Mar¬
seilles took up the subject recently, inquiring into the phe¬
nomena of life that characterize the tail of certain animals;
more especially, the long survival of the tail in the gray
lizard and the wall lizard (Lacerta muralis). The observa¬
tions he has made not only possess a purely scientific interest,
but also have a practical interest. Lacerta muralis is a valu¬
able agent in detecting poisons. As such it can render impor¬
tant service in legal medicine for the determination of toxins,
and in experimental medicine for the study of certain drugs.

The results of Icard's researches may be thus summed up :

When it is a question of a poison that has a paralyzing
effect on the nervous system, he noted that it had an exciting
effect on the movements of the tail of the lizard. If he was

concerned with a poison that paralyzes the muscular system,
he observed no exciting effects on the movements of the tail.
In case of a poison exerting a stimulative effect on the ner¬

vous system, without anesthesia, there were convulsive and
spontaneous movements of the tail, these movements ceasing
when the tail was amputated ; with anesthesia there are no

spontaneous movements of the tail. If one is dealing with a

poison that stimulates the muscular system, without anes¬

thesia, there were convulsive and spontaneous movements of
the tail, these movements persisting in the amputated tail ;
with anesthesia, convulsive and spontaneous movements of
the tail.

First Application of the New Law Pertaining
to Toxic Substances

The new law of July 14, 1922, pertaining to toxic sub¬
stances (The Journal, Aug. 12, 1922, p. 569), which imposes
on delinquents an obligatory punishment of from five to ten

years interdiction de séjour (restricted residence), recently
found its first application in the correctional court of Paris.
A man found with cocain on his person has been found guilty
and sentenced to eight months in prison and five years of
interdiction de séjour.

Rights of Herb Venders
According to French law, herb venders have the right to

sell certain simple drugs in common use, such as fresh or

dried medicinal plants, a list of which is contained in the
codex. But the court of cassation (the highest court of
France) has decided that the herb vender commits an illegal
act when he places on sale, under the name of a "tea," accom¬

panied by indications of his own fancy, a mixture of plants
with nothing to reveal their nature or the proportion of each,
and recommends such tea as constituting a sovereign specific
in certain maladies.

Revision of the Pension Law

A law has just been promulgated which modifies the law
of March 31, 1919, in regard to the medical and surgical
care of those ex-service men who have been granted a certain

percentage of disability. As already mentioned (The Jour¬
nal, April 23, 1921, p. 1183), the law of 1919 brought forth
many protests from the medical profession, based chiefly on

the fact that the law did not grant the, men liberty of choice
of a physician or surgeon, and that the ex-service man was

compelled to return to the hospital from which he was origi¬
nally discharged. The new law grants satisfaction to the
medical profession in that it recognizes that the beneficiaries
shall have the right of free choice of physician, surgeon and
pharmacist.

An Appeal of the French Red Cross for Aid to the
People of Russia

In previous letters, I mentioned a mission sent out by the
French Red Cross to bring aid to the Russion people (The
Journal, April 29, 1922, p. 1327, and July 29, 1922, p. 392).
Six million francs had been appropriated, for the purpose, by
parliament. Of this sum, five million francs was furnished in
kind, and one million francs in cash, with which to defray
the general expenses of the enterprise. In addition to these
resources, there may be added smaller gifts in kind to the
value of from 200,000 to 300,000 francs and about 200,000
francs in smaller cash gifts, 60,000 of which came from
seventeen different general councils or departmental assem¬

blies. The mission arrived in Petrograd, July 12, with the
main portion of the aid, and the distributions have been
carried out normally. There has been no pillage of goods or

merchandise by the famished throngs, nor arbitrary diversion
of funds by the soviet authorities, and the members of the
mission state that they have been able, within the exact limi¬
tations of the agreement, to carry out the work entrusted to
them. What interferes with the further prosecution of their
task, now that they have reached the Ural zone, is that their
resources for the handling and transport of stocks are

exhausted. There are still stocks of goods to be transported,
which should be placed as soon as possible at the disposal
of the agents of the committee of the Red Cross, who wish to
limit to a strict minimum the duration of their stay, by
reason of the great expense that the mission will be put to
in completing its formidable task. As the French Red Cross
is not entitled to take the money needed for this purpose
from the appropriations intended for its work in France, and
since too long a time will elapse before parliament recon¬

venes, an appeal has been made to the general councils of
the several departments. With this object in view, General
Pau has addressed a letter to the presidents of these assem¬
blies. He requests that they propose to the general councils,
at the present session, that they make an additional con¬

tribution toward the work entrusted to the executive com¬

mittee of the French Red Cross, thus following the example
of the seventeen departmental assemblies that have already
given evidence of their loyalty.

MEXICO CITY
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Sept. 17, 1922.
Carbon Tetrachlorid and Hookworm Disease

The suggestion made in The Journal (Nov. 19, 1921, p.
1641) by Hall, as to trying carbon tetrachlorid in the treat-
ment of hookworm disease in man has aroused much interest
in this country, where the disease is prevalent. Results con-

firmatory of Hall's conclusion, namely, that the new remedy
is harmless and therapeutically efficient, have already been
published by Dr. Garcia Escobar, who tried carbon tetra-
chlorid in the army hospital at Vera Cruz, and Neftal\l=i'\
Rodr\l=i'\guez,who chose this subject for his graduating thesis.
Rodriguez' paper includes a report on animal experiments,
pathologic studies and clinical trials in hookworm patients.
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